) and in vitro digestible dry matter (520 g kg
21
) was not significantly different from 'Pete' in field trials (P . 0.05) in 2001-2002. Verl has excellent seed production. In a replicated experiment at Woodward in 2001, Verl produced 178 kg pure seed ha 21 . This was significantly greater than Pete eastern gamagrass (P . 0.01) which produced 122 kg ha
. Similarly at Woodward in 2003, Verl produced an equivalent seed yield of 170 kg ha 21 from a 0.25 ha seed increase block. Verl is susceptible to feeding damage from the maize billbug, Sphenophorus maidis (Chittenden), and the southern cornstalk borer, Diatraea crambidoides (Grote). These insects isms were recovered from dying plants at C April 2003, but inoculations of these organ quired to verify if they were the causal orga for death of the plants.
Verl is named for Mr. Verl H. Louthan, r Research Technician, USDA-ARS Southern search Station, Woodward, OK. Mr. Loutha in eastern gamagrass research characterizi ronomic potential, and the development of t Seed of Verl is deposited in the National System, where it will be available for rese cluding the development and commerciali tivars. Appropriate recognition is request contributes to the development of a new br tivar. Pedigreed seed of Verl will be limited dation, Registered, and Certified classes. O seed increase will be allowed for each seed c will be maintained by the USDA-ARS. Foun under the direction of the Oklahoma Found Inc., Department of Plant and Soil Science University, Stillwater, OK 74078. U.S. Plant will not be sought for Verl. 
